you are about to bec?fm ((sfenmg to the annual class OIC(% speech.
relax. concentrate. you are \?fr oucting from princeton univer s(h}
tomorrow, eleven am. dispel ever Y other tl«ouc&l«t. let the world
around you faole. best to close your eyes. for once this lon
weekend, alow yourself to see absolutely nothing but the
afterimage of the back of that kidfs head in front of You. J‘ocsf
listen now. are your eyes closeof %et‘?

find the most comfortable position: seateo with your feet fir mly on
the oround, or maybe you prefer them crossed. left over riocht or
right over (eft? arms zowleol across your chest. or maybe you'of
rather your hanos foloeo (n your (@p. ,oocf them on your heaod f you
Wtke. careful, oont hit your netohbors with your elbows. apolog (e (f

ou oo. there. ma%loe scoot oown (n your chair, lean back a skc?flat
Z(t. (s that better? alr L'c?flat, you know best.

of course, the (oeal ,oos(t(on for the next five minutes (s someﬂaém?f
you may never find. take off Yyour shoes, (f that helps.

tt's not that you expect Cmn}’clam in particwlar from this particalar
speech. L}ou’r e the sort of person who, on principle, no longer
e.Xpec,fs am}flam of C(/h}ﬂa(ﬂi}. there are /o(enh}, %ow;?fer han you
of less young, who (ve (n the expectation of extraoroinar 4
experiences: from books, from people, from joar neys, from events,
from co((e%e.

you cast a perplexeod ook to the person sitting next to you (or,
rather: (€ was she who looked at you, with the amuseo expr esston of
someone who cannot believe that this (s the chosen class oa

speech she's being forced to (sten to, onh} to for %ef the wordls (n a
few mnutes ﬂme}

are you disappointed? let’s see. perhaps at first you feel a bit lost,
as when a person appears who, from the name., you (olentifieo with a
certain face, and you try to moke the features you are seein
ta((% with those you had (n mind, and £ won't work.. but then you go
on and you ealize that the speech (s readable nevertheless,
ino{e,oeno{enﬂ% of what you expected of the unexpected specker,



t’s the work (n (tself that arouses your cur (os(h‘}; in fact, on sober
reflection, you prefer & this way, confr onﬂnc?r something ano not
ulte knowin %et what (£ (s. because the truth of the matter s
hat when you know where %ou’r e c?foc'm&, you turn (nto a plece of
stuplol concrete.

allow me to recount to you a brief story of an alphabet that might
help moke this right now a little more concrete. this speech s
brought to you by a font ¢ oesioned ouring my time as a visuad arts
major here. s a font based on my hanowriting. maybe you've seen
tt around coampus, via posters o/e.sc'c&neo/ of (n the halls of one
e_éca,l«t% five nassau street.

designing this font took the better part of two years. t’s ac’cuc(((«}
k(no?r of Gbsuro because this typeface, (f you could see t, ooes not
(ook. s0 sophisticated (E's C(ctoca((% loreih} wonk% and awkwara), anol
t's a wonoler that £ took Cmtjﬂ«(m?f more than a few hours to
create, et alone two years.

(t starteo one night J‘un(or ear, while ( was sttting (in m em,oh(xr
fourth floor stuodio (n the lewis center, ooing homework. 19% olotn
home work,, ( mean ( was observing my own hanowriting (n my class
note books. the notes ( was looking at were for cos three forty,

r e,c(sonmc?f about computation (¢ was a computer science ma jor at the
time), andl there were small arrows and oiagrams explawning variouns
alg ortthms, stole - by -stole. with columns of hanolwritten lecture notes.
¢ needed to start a furst pro J‘e(’,t in stuolio, so ( oecioeod to meke a
font.

( beqan bm} ,olaofocolo%m my hanolwriting samples from my notebooks
and cutting out tnoivioual letters, solating them in small ples on my
tabletop. all the different as ¢ placed in one pue, all the bs in the
next, ano so on and so forth. then ( would o oownstairs to the
raphic oesign classroom on the third floor, where ¢ would use the
photocopier %o enlarge each microscopie letter fm} one thousano
per cent, so (£t would Tt on a ,ooster ~stzed plece of paper. L
enlar C?fad twenh‘rsix oifferent versions of ever " letter. so (n the



end, ( hao fwerthséx C((,olnc(befs in a stack. of stx hunolreo anod
se\/en’caausix Wu'%u,e letterforms.

so then ( thought £ wowld be a o000 (oea to Péna((&# oflq (tize the
photocopies and moke the font. but then  got distracted Imj
another ea; ¢ wanteod to make a book. so (" maole a siXx hunolreo anol
seventy-six page book called ‘the alphabet, in letters. and then ¢
meole an (nstallation by oeconstructing those hunoreos of book
pages onto the walls of the lucas gallery. after a month, ¢ took that
installation oown, and started to moke words out of . ¢ put wp
winolow signs on nassau street, and on the art museum walls. ¢ useo
the (etters on posters, on album covers. ¢ finally made a font this

ear, a functional fontl and then ¢ used that font in a computer
program that C«Atoma’cc‘ca((% h;hoeset and printed my own tweets (n
that same qaller y as par t of my senior thesis show. most r ecenﬂ%, (
useof the font to h}/oe this speech which ¢ am reaoling to you now.
and so, (in a roundabout way, my hano-written notes from that
aom,outef sclence class ( almost fauleo J‘un(or ear before Ioec,om(m?r
an art ma jor, those notes proouced this speech. who would've
ﬂr\om?flr\f.

¢ wanteo to ora you through this extr emely brief histor y of my
short ((Fe tn our visual arts oe partment to say, on this day when we
are comng together to celebrate our achievements and knowleolge,
not knowing can be a ver y pr ooluctive ((fe strateqy. (£'s not as (f ¢
knew where ( was golng when ¢ starteo working with my hanolwriting.
( J‘ust wanteo to ,o?oo/uc/e something that resembles a font, and  ofiof
eventually which was qreat, but ¢ let those letters pull me (n
approximately seventeen oifferent oirections furst. and even now,
when ¢ could eastly put the letters away in the attic and call it a
finisheo work,, ( think ¢ will not because ( oon’t know where the
letters mioght take me next. (s ke my own wol k continues to propel
me forwarol. it has taught me to embrace the not knowing. to be
curious about everything. to use my e%eba((s. to trust my quts. so
thank you to my hanolwriting, ( quess (s one way to end this. but a
better way (s with a very by ‘thank youw to princeton, on behalf of
a c{oool many, of us here, ( (magine: thanks for c?f(\/(nc& us a space to
not always know what happens next.



